Comments for Facebook and Mixit article, Die Burger, by Leatia Stemmet: 
 
1. Are you aware of bad incidents that happened to youth with Mxit/Facebook ? (e.g. meeting people in real life after meeting them on Mxit and have something happen to them).
 - Does this happen often?
 - Why would you say kids do this?
- Is there a way to prevent it?

4. Why is Mxit so popular?

5. If you can make a list, what dangers does Mxit/Facebook pose for kids?

Most families have to have a dual income in order to sustain the family financially, resulting in parents spending less time at home. Decreased levels of supervision and parental involvement may result in children and adolescents seeking acceptance and interaction elsewhere. Seeing as they do not have the means to always go out and make new friends, they might resort to doing so via mediums such as facebook and mxit. 

Communication is easier when you are not face-to-face, and is generally experienced as less threatening. However, the danger in this is that you do not know whom you are communicating with, as strangers on both Mxit as well as Facebook invite children and teenagers. Children and adolescents who are unhappy in their present circumstances might seek to make contact with people outside of their circle, which exacerbates the possibility of being exposed to unfavourable contact. 

Cyber dating has shown to be a breeding ground for paedophiles, as more and more children and teenagers are using electronic mediums as a form of escape and a method of meeting new people. This is particularly dangerous for adolescents, as this is generally a phase during which they feel misunderstood. When someone then enters their lives that portray acceptance and understanding, it may be very difficult not to succumb to it. 

It is very important to note that the contact does not necessarily have to be in-person for it to be detrimental. Abuse takes many forms, and seeing as the contact is non-directive, it allows for exploitation from others, as code names are often used under false pretence. Deception is a real threat, as predators know how to manipulate children and teenagers, which often includes posing for nude photos or engaging in activities that would not otherwise have occurred. 

The possibility exists that both these mediums can contribute to an invasion of privacy, as others can post photos of them on the sites. This might cause great embarrassment, and if discovered by others it can result in the deterioration of relationships and possibly trust. A popularity contest might ensue, as children and teenagers often compete to see who has more friends, and gossip can ensue from messages posted. 

3. How bad a problem is it that children send for example nude pictures of themselves to strangers/friends?
 - Is it a common thing in South Africa? (Or is the problem being exaggerated?)
 - Is there a possible solution?
 
Adolescence is a period of exploration, and experimentation is a core component, which aids the development of individuality. Sex and sexuality forms part of the process, which might result in them posting naked or seductive photos of themselves. They might view this as non-threatening, as they get a response from the viewers without having to engage in any physical sexual activity with the other person. This holds the danger of being exposed to sexual predators, and though they do not necessarily encounter them physically, they might be fuelling the perpetrator’s fire. Another concerning factor is that these pictures are often forwarded to other people, and soon a network of people has viewed the photos. They are often discovered by people that they know, which might result in rejection or ridicule at school or within their social circle. It should be noted, however, that sites such as facebook have strict policies regarding inappropriate contact in an attempt to minimise this type of exploitation. 
 
6. What can parents and kids do to use Mxit/Facebook in a responsible way?

It is of the utmost importance to build a trusting relationship with your child and/or teenager. It is imperative for them to know that they can talk to you should they feel uncomfortable about a person that they have been in contact with. They often become aware that something seems amiss, yet feel unsure as to how to handle it. This might result in them not terminating the contact with the person, which might have dire consequences. 

Parents are encouraged to educate their children with regards to unfavourable contact from others, and it should be emphasised that this does not necessarily have to be physical, but can take diverse forms. Children and teenagers should be encouraged to bring new friends home, as not only can they then be supervised, it also provides the opportunity to meet the parents. 

Children and adolescents should have the right to privacy, and they have to negotiate time spent on facebook and mxit with their parents. Should they not comply with the agreement reached, an appropriate consequence can be discussed. It often occurs, for example, that children sit in restaurants or family gatherings chatting on facebook or mxit, which might be detrimental to relationships within the family. It is recommended that they limit the personal information that they make available to others, and they have the option to make this information available only to those that they accepted as friends, which limits the exposure to unwanted contact and gives them control over who they allow onto their profile. 
 
1. How does it affect kids to stay at home and Mxit/Facebook instead of going out with friends (i.e. talk to children over the phone more often instead of face to face)?

The virtual nature makes the contact feel real, which simulates real social contact. This takes the human element out of the relationship. It should be taken into consideration that the person has some control over how they are presented to the outside world, which might lead to false representation. Thus, you show others what you want them to see, and due to the lack of human contact, it would take longer to determine whether this person is someone you would like to associate with. However, the development of friendships is not being restricted to contact at school, which might aid the speed at which a relationship develops. They are allowed the opportunity to remain in contact after school hours, which might be a benefit for their social network, but also holds the possibility that less time is being spent on doing homework, engaging with family members, or spending time on a hobby or sports. 

When children and teenagers struggle to build face-to-face relationships, they might resort to spending a significant amount of time on virtual sites. Even though this might be beneficial in aiding them to develop social relationships, it hold the danger of becoming their sole social input, thus exacerbating their initial struggle, and enabling them to become more withdrawn. When this becomes their only contact with the outside world, it has gone too far. 
 
8. How does the Mxit-language affect kids' language skills at school?  

Abbreviations are often used, some of which are made up, and have become a type of sms, mxit language. It takes too long to type the words out in full, and takes up space, which results in the use of acronyms or, at times, just letters that represent a word. For example, wkd or wknd could represent the word weekend, and 2 represents two, to, or too. One can deduce that this new language might be detrimental to their spelling and overall language skills at school, if no monitored. 

2. Are there any positives that kids get from being on Mxit/Facebook ?

Facebook and Mxit offer children and adolescents the opportunity to connect with friends on a different level. If they are going through a difficult time and need to confide in someone, it is often easier to do so in a non-directive way. They might find it easier to relay their experiences to someone that they do not have to see face-to-face, as typing it is often easier than telling the person verbally. 

Their social network is extensive, as others can invite them at any time. This does not necessarily have to be by strangers, as friends can rediscover old contacts, which often rekindles relationships. Contact can be made with people who live overseas or not in close proximity, which make it easier to keep in touch with friends long-distance. Thus, it can bridge geographical issues, resulting in the maintenance of those relationships. New friends can be made, and some friendships can develop into healthy relationships in the future. 

If they go about using the networks wisely, it can become a healthy source of meeting new friends, reconnecting with old contacts, and staying in contact with current friends. 

